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IN THE DRAWINGS : 

The attached sheets of drawings includes changes to Figure 1-9. These sheets replace 
the original sheets showing Figure(s) 1-9. 
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REMARKS 

Reconsideration and allowance of the present application based on the foregoing 
amendments and the following remarks are respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-34 are currently pending in the present application. Of these claims, 
claims 33 and 34 are newly added. 

Allowed/Allowable Claims 

The Applicants gratefully acknowledge the allowance of claims 23-26 and the 
indication of allowability for dependent claim 4. 

To secure allowance of dependent claim 4, it has been re-presented as independent 
claim 33, with all the limitations of claims 1-3 from which claim 4 depends. 

New independent claim 34 also recites the subject matter of claim 4 in combination 
with the limitations of claim 1. Claim 34 is also submitted to be allowable based on the 
indication of allowability, for claim 4. 

As to the Examiner's reasons for allowance of the allowed/allowable claims, the 
Examiner indicated that the recitation of the cam-and-drum member being a stamped part as 
being the reason for allowance. Claim 23, however, is not limited to a stamped part, and the 
Applicants wish to make the record clear that claim 23 should not be viewed as being so 
limited. Presumably, the Examiner was generally referring to other allowed/allowable claims 
that do recite such a feature, and not specifically to claim 23. 

Drawings Objection 

Replacement sheets for Figures 1-9 are provided to obviate the Examiner's drawing 
objection. 

Prior Art Rejection 

Independent claims 1, 7, 17, 27 and 31 stand rejected as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,282,980 to Sykes. 

To clarify the scope of the claims, amendments have been made to more specifically 
define the parts that are "integral" as being "integral and continuous," and "one-piece." The 
purpose of this amendment is to more clearly limit the claim scope to such parts being formed 
from the same continuous piece of material. 
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This was the original intent for the use of the term "integral" in the claims. However, 
the Office Action indicates that the Examiner regards two separate parts assembled together 
as one integral part. Hence, the Applicants have used the terms "integral and continuous" 
and "one-piece" to more clearly define the one-piece nature of the relevant claim elements. 

The claims amendments made to those independent claims are as follows: 

Claim 1 new recites "said cam-and-drum member being formed as 
an integral and continuous one-piece part." 

Claim 7 new recites "wherein the opposing side walls of the 
generally U-shaped groove are integral and continuous as one- 
piece." 

Claim 17 new recites "wherein the opposing side walls are integral 
and continuous as one-piece." 

Claim 27 new recites "said cam member being formed as an 
integral and continuous one-piece part." 

Claim 3 1 recites "forming said flange into a general U-shape with 
opposing side walls integral and continuous as one-piece." 

In Sykes, the disclosure clearly describes the relevant components noted above as 
being formed from separate parts. Specifically, Sykes states at column 5, lines 18-29: 

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 6, self-adjusting cam subassembly 160 comprises 
a drum 72, an inner cam 78, an outer cam 80, a cam sector 74, having a 
plurality of engagement teeth 76, and a helical self-adjust spring 70. Cam 
sector 76, outer cam 78 and inner cam 80 [are] secured to one another by 
bosses 226 upset in holes 228 and 229. Drum 72, inner cam 78 and outer 
cam 80 are secured together through the cooperation of tabs 220 and slots 
222 and 224. Cam subassembly 160 is rotatably mounted to lever 
assembly A between cover plate 48 and intermediate plate 46 by cam rivet 
128, mounted in holes 204 and 206, respectively, and passing through 
holes, 214, 216, and 218, respectively. 

Thus, it is clear that the relevant components in Sykes are assembled together from 
separate parts, and are not "integral and continuous" and "one-piece," as recited in the claims. 

Accordingly, independent claims 1,7, 17, 27 and 31 are submitted to be in a condition 
for allowance, and withdrawal of the anticipation rejection over Sykes is respectfully 
requested. 

Dependent claims 2-6, 8-16, 18-22 and 28-30 depend from those independent claims. 
These claims are submitted to be patentable based on the dependency from those independent 
claims, and for the additional reason that they recite additional patentable features. 
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Conclusion 

All objections and rejections having been addressed, it is respectfully submitted that 
the present application is in a condition for allowance, and a Notice to that effect is requested. 

If the Examiner has any questions or suggestions for facilitating the prosecution of 
this application, she is encouraged to contact the undersigned at the below-listed telephone 
number. 

Please charge any fees associated with the submission of this paper to Deposit 
Account Number 033975. The Commissioner for Patents is also authorized to credit any 
over payments to the above-referenced Deposit Account. 

Respectfully submitted, 

PlfiLSBURY WINTHROP SHAW PITTMAN LLP 

BRYAN V. COLLINS 
Reg. N6. 43560 
Tel. NoV703.770.7538 
Fax No. 703.770.7901 

BPC/smm 
P.O. Box 10500 
McLean, V A 22102 
(703) 770-7900 

Attachment: Replacement Sheets 
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